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Description 
At the March 30, 2004 SIEC meeting, staff was asked to produce a high-level document that 
describes the process that an agency must go through in order to obtain a license from the FCC 
to operate a radio system. A series of diagrams are attached to this briefing that will explain the 
process. The first two diagrams work in concert with each other. The third diagram is an even 
higher-level view of this process. 
 
Recommendations to the Committee 

o This is a report only, and does not require any action by the SIEC.  
o The Technology/Frequency Management Working Group is working on an alternative to 

this procedure in light of the SIEC legislation. This alternative will incorporate an FTE 
who would be tasked with working this process for all state agencies. 

 
Status 
This is a report only; additional information will be presented at a subsequent SIEC meeting. 
 
Issues 
Although not designed to be overly cumbersome, the process to obtain licenses to operate a 
land mobile radio system is complex. Because of our proximity to Canada this process is 
compounded by additional beauracracy and is, almost without exception, extremely time 
consuming. Additionally, as frequency coordination is subject to a fee schedule, the costs 
associated with licensing are fairly expensive. 
 
Background  
For the purposes of this report, your attention is drawn to the diagrams that are attached to this 
briefing.  
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